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Foreword 


I needed this book. Help from the Lord crossed my 
desk at just the right time. It served as a reminder that 
the Lord longs to help us when life’s obstacles. are 
daunting and tomorrow’s tests are ominous. 
Thankfully, as this book points out, we do not face 
the decisions and challenges of life alone. God sees 
our needs and hears our prayers. 

I was raised in a Christian home. My father and 
grandfather were ministers. I have devoted many ser- 
mons to the subject of prayer. My wife is a person 
who intercedes faithfully. I work with ministries that 
rely on God each day to give direction and meet their 
needs. And yet . . . sometimes I forget the power of 
prayer. 

If you're like me, on occasion I put more trust in 
my own ingenuity and the work of my hands than I 
do in prayer. And some days I find it easier to work 
eight hours at the office than to get on my knees and 
pray beside my bed for eight minutes. 

Some would suggest that we fail to pray because we 
lack faith. That may be true for some, but I’m con- 
vinced God understands our frailties. He knows our 
lives are too busy and sometimes our priorities are 


misplaced. He knows the pressures we face: trying to 
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raise a houseful of children, perform well on our jobs 
and keep the front yard mowed. 

That does not mean we're excused from prayer or 
that it is unimportant. It means God understands 
how easy it is for prayer to be squeezed out of our 
lives. But it’s in times like this that He sends us 
reminders—just like this book—that encourage us to 
go to Him in prayer for the comfort and solutions we 
seek. 

Prayer is not an obligation. Rather, it’s preferred 
access to the Creator of the universe who takes plea- 
sure in the sound of our voices. We can pray any- 
where and anytime and know that He is listening. He 
hears our thoughts and takes notice of our whispers. 
He sees our tears when we cry out in desperation for 
His help. 

Help from the Lord is a reminder that God is only a 
prayer away ... that His peace and comfort are avail- 


able today .. . that His help is on the way. 


—Hal Donaldson 
Editor-in-Chief 
Today’ Pentecostal Evangel 


Preface 


Life is overwhelming. Regardless of how intelligent 
or emotionally strong a person is, everyone reaches 
the limits of his or her capabilities. I've hardly met 
anyone who doesn’t believe in the need for God’s help 
in his or her life. But as much as we all need God’s 
help and direction, prayer is not just about receiving 
answers to our prayers for our own needs. If we study 
the life of Jesus, we will see that He spent far more 
time praying for others than for himself. 

Many years ago, Dr. J. Robert Ashcroft, a godly 
friend and mentor, told me, “Prayer is much less 
about what we want to see happen and much more 
about what God wants done in the world.” 

Why a book on prayer from the Commission on 
Evangelism? Because all effective evangelism begins 
with prayer. Of all the needs for God’s intervention in 
the world, nothing is more important than the des- 
tiny of the eternal souls of men and women. 

Three facts are inescapable: the /ostness of humani- 
ty, the certainty of eternity and the exclusiveness of 
Christ. Humanity is lost. Modern secular culture tries 
to explain away man’s sin. The plagues of immorality 
and violence are attributed to poverty, social injustice 


and even genetics. The blame is placed everywhere 
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except where it belongs—the sinful human heart. 

The will of God for the lost is plain in Scripture. 
Jesus revealed the priority of heaven in the Parable of 
the Lost Sheep and the Lost Son. Whether people are 
wandering lost or willfully lost, the heart of the Father 
extends His love to each. Heaven rejoices more over 
one lost sinner who repents than over the 99 who are 
already safe. The apostle Peter said that the Lord 
wants no one to perish, but all to come to repentance. 

Eternity is certain. Jesus taught, “Then he will say 
to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire . . . Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eter- 
nal life.” 

Each person will face a final lasting judgment. 
Whatever a person's destiny, it is for certain eternal. 
Everlasting reward or punishment waits for every per- 
son on earth. 

Modern culture seems to have designated tolerance 
as the primary moral virtue and accepted the idea that 
anything a person believes can be a pathway to eter- 
nal life and ultimate peace. According to God’s 
revealed truth, there is only one way to peace and 
everlasting life with our Creator. Jesus is both the 
door and the way. 

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.”2 


“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate 
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and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it. But small is the gate and nar- 
row the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”3 

The issue is not religion—but relationship. “He 
who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.”4 Peace with God is 
obtained only through faith in Jesus, who broke down 
the wall of separation between our holy, loving 
Creator and sinful man. In Christ’s birth, God came 
near to us. In His death, He brought us near to Him. 

The apostle Peter said, “Salvation is found in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved.”5 

In the light of eternity, our priority, until Jesus 
returns, is to obey His Great Commission and accom- 
plish the task He came to this earth to begin—the 


redemption of a world that is lost. 


—Randy Hurst 
Commissioner of Evangelism 


Assemblies of God 


IMatthew 25:41,46, NIV 
2John 14:6, NIV 
3Matthew 7:13,14, NIV 
41 John 5:12, NIV 

5Acts 4:12, NIV 
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introduction 


We need God’s divine intervention in every area of 
our lives. 

This book is designed to lead you through a prayer 
discipline for one week. Each day you can focus your 
prayers on a specific area of life, beginning with 
prayer concerning your own life and then praying for 
your family, local church, community, fellowship, 
nation and, finally, the lost world. 

Throughout the book, Randy Hurst and I share 
truths from Scripture as well as personal insights and 
testimonies that have inspired our lives and built our 
faith. We trust our comments will encourage you as 
you seek God’s divine intervention in every area of 
your life. 

Years ago when I first started out in the ministry, an 
old-time preacher gave me some advice. “Ask God to 
put you on a schedule,” he said. “Then keep that 
schedule.” So for 44 years I’ve had a schedule. I spend 
from 5 A.M. to 7 A.M. in devotions and prayer. Of 
course, my schedule is interrupted at times, and that 
routine is broken. But the discipline comes when I 
put myself back on that schedule. 

As Pentecostal people, we especially need to be 


dependent on the Spirit’s empowerment for every day 
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of our lives and in every aspect of our living. Our 
Lord’s promised empowerment is not just for occa- 
sional help. In Acts 1:8, our Lord said, “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This 
power to be His witnesses requires ongoing depen- 
dence on the Holy Spirit that enables us to live the 
life to which God has called us. 

My prayer is that, whether reading this book at one 
sitting or over a week’s time, your experience with 
God in the discipline of prayer will inspire you to a 


greater commitment in your daily personal prayer 


life. 
—Thomas Trask 


General Superintendent 


Assemblies of God 
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Pray in Secret 


by Randy Hurst 


“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in 


Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6, 7, NASB). 


God is a loving Heavenly Father who cares about 
every detail of our lives. The miracle of prayer is that 
the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator who is pres- 
ent everywhere wants to have a relationship with each 
person in His creation. 

How can we expect God to care about everything in 
our lives? Many people struggle with the concept that 
God should concern himself with small details. But 
people who can't comprehend such a relationship 


with God are making two significant mental errors. 
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First, they don’t understand the nature of God. 
They mentally create God in their image rather than 
recognizing that the opposite is true. 

When a person advances in life to a position of 
ereat importance, such as being a leader in govern- 
ment or having responsibility for a great business 
enterprise, regardless of how many resources are at his 
disposal or how many people are available to help 
him, he still has the same number of hours and min- 
utes in a day as everyone else. That is why people with 
great responsibilities have assistants who protect their 
schedules from trivial interruptions. 

As people become more influential and have 
greater responsibilities, they have increasingly less 
time for details. Many people conceive of God as 
being like that. Of course, nothing is too big for God, 
but in some ways, what is even more wonderful is 
that nothing is too small for Him. It is precisely 
because God is infinite that He can devote himself to 
the infinitesimal. 

Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, King 


David wrote: 


“O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You 
know when I sit down and when I rise up; You under- 
stand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path 
and my lying down, and are intimately acquainted 
with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my 
tongue, behold, O Lord, You know it all. . . . for You 
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formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s 
womb. . . . Your eyes have seen my unformed sub- 
stance; and in Your book were all written the days that 
were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of 


them.”! 


God knows our thoughts before we think them and 
our words before we speak. Jesus taught us that God 
not only knows us by name but also knows how many 
hairs are on our heads.? Nothing is hidden from Him. 

The second reason many doubt that God concerns 
himself with the details of their lives is that they don’t 
understand the value of people. Again, King David said: 


“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fin- 
gers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son 
of man that you care for him? You made him a little 
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 


glory and honor.”3 


Blaise Pascal, the brilliant French mathematician 
and philosopher rightly observed that the greatest star 
or planet in the universe is of less consequence to God 
than one human being, because stars and planets have 
no capacity to know their Creator and worship Him. 

When I witness to people who do not believe in a 
personal God, I find it helpful to share testimonies 
from my own life of specific answers to prayer. 


In 1976, my wife Ruth and I accepted the pastorate 
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of a church that was almost two years behind on its 
building payments to the bank. The church was real- 
ly struggling financially, to say the least. The tithes 
and offerings for the two Sundays before we came 
were not enough even to pay the pastor's salary ($165 
a week), much less the $828 monthly church build- 
ing payment and another $400 monthly payment on 
the former church building, which the church still 
owned. That did not include utilities and other 
expenses. 

During that challenging time, one week we per- 
sonally owed exactly $90. I dont even remember 
what the need was. It might have been the utility bill 
on the parsonage. But whatever it was, we needed 
$90 the next day, Ruth and I joined in prayer that 
God would send the $90. We told no one except the 
Lord of our need. It was a prayer “in secret.” The next 
day, we received two checks in the mail—one for $50 
from my sister and brother-in-law, Merlin and Judy 
Mitchell, and a check for $40 from our friends, Jim 
and Betty Hall. Both had felt impressed of the Lord 
days before to send the checks, and both checks 
arrived on the very day we needed them, totaling 
exactly the $90 for which we had prayed. 

Years later we were serving as missionaries to the 
Samoan Islands. Ruth had major surgery with com- 
plications and we were forced to return to the United 


States for a year. We were considering moving from 
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Springfield, Missouri, to St. Paul, Minnesota. We had 
no money for the moving expense. We also needed 
the Lord’s clear direction as to whether we should 
even move. 

We asked the Lord for both His guidance and sup- 
ply, praying that if God wanted us to move to 
Minnesota, He would send us $1,000 the next day. 
The next afternoon a letter was in the mailbox from 
Wilbur and Mary Timme in Aurora, Colorado. I did 
not recognize their name. They had been in a mis- 
sionary service I had preached at First Assembly in 
Aurora. They had taken home one of our missionary 
prayer cards and began praying for us every day. In 
the letter they said, “We were praying for you today, 
and the Lord spoke to us that He wanted you to do 
something, and you couldn't do it unless you had 
this.” They enclosed a check for $1,000. 

The greatest divine interventions Ruth and I have 
seen in our lives have almost always taken place when 
we have been pursuing God’s purpose in our lives, in 
obedience to His call, and have recommitted our lives 
to His will. 

Promises abound in God’s Word, but almost all of 
them have conditions. Staying in a guest room of a 
friend’s home, I noted a plaque on his wall that read, 
“And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God.”4 What was 


left out of that verse is critical: “. . . to those who are 
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called according to His purpose.” God especially works 
in the life circumstances of those who are committed 
to His will. 

Proverbs 3:5,6 reads: “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight.”5 Notice that God’s promise to direct 
our paths depends upon our trusting Him with a// our 
hearts and acknowledging Him in a// our ways. 

My family is genetically predisposed to migraine 
headaches. My grandmother and father suffered for 
many years with them, as has my sister, brother and 
even my teenage nephew. In each case the headaches 
began at a different age. I did not start having them 
until my early 40s. At that time I began to have severe 
migraine headaches about every two or three weeks. 
Only people who have suffered from this ailment 
know how disabling they can be. In my case I had to 
stay in a darkened room for an entire day and some- 
times longer before relief came. 

After suffering persistent migraines for several 
years, I was asked by the leadership of Assemblies of 
God World Missions to serve as communications 
director and a member of the World Missions 
Executive Committee. I had traveled in ministry for 
14 years until that time. Thankfully, I had never dealt 
with a migraine at a time when I had to preach and 


never had to cancel a speaking engagement or service. 
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But now I was facing the prospect of working every 
day in an office environment. 

For more than a month I sought the Lord in prayer 
concerning His will about accepting the missions 
committee’s invitation. I received no witness of the 
Holy Spirit or confirmation from God’s Word. No 
other circumstances confirmed to Ruth and me 
whether it was God’s will to accept this ministry 
assignment. 

I knew that others had worked in similar circum- 
stances with migraines. But the prospect of working 
each day in an office, never knowing when I might 
suffer from a blinding headache, was something that 
gave me great hesitation and concern. I took this need 
to the Lord in prayer and simply said, “Lord, I don't 
believe I can handle working in a daily office envi- 
ronment with these headaches, even though I know 
my father did for many years. I don’t know what Your 
will is. If this invitation is Your will, would You just 
do one thing? Please heal me of these headaches.” 

As I came to the deadline of giving a decision to the 
executive committee, I felt God had confirmed that 
this was the right decision. That was in August 
1997—more than six years ago. I haven't had one 
headache since. There is no doubt in my mind the 
Lord healed me of that affliction, an answer to a very 
specific but simple prayer of faith. 

Every person has three lives—a public life, which 
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everyone knows; a private life, which only our family 
and closest friends know; and a secret life, which only 


God knows. Jesus said: 


“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door 
and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 


6G 
you. 


The time devoted to prayer—"“in secret’ as Jesus 
describes—is when our life of faith is formed in sin- 
cerity and personal submission. 

We should never forget what a wonderful privilege 
we have to enter the Lord’s presence. God’s people, 
the Israelites of the Old Testament, could not do as 
we can. But through Jesus Christ's sacrifice, the veil of 
the temple has been torn from top to bottom to allow 
us access to our Heavenly Father through God the 
Son—Jesus Christ. 

On the night before Joseph Scriven was to be mar- 
ried, his fiancé drowned. Soon after, he decided to 
leave his native country of Ireland and move to 
Canada. In 1855, he heard that his mother was seri- 
ously ill. To comfort her, he wrote her a poem. Years 
later, a friend saw the poem and had it published. In 
1868, Charles C. Converse put music to the poem 
and it has become one of the best-loved hymns of the 
Church. Today, it is still the fifth most sung hymn 
after “Amazing Grace,” “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” 
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“How Great Thou Art,” and “All Hail the Power of 


Jesus Name.” 


What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 


I believe the most effective and victorious life is 
available to those who seek God’s help daily for even 


the smallest things, not just in times of trouble. 


Today 
Invite God to search your heart and move by His 
Holy Spirit in your secret life. He has a divine purpose 
to carry out in your personal and public life in this 
world. We are to be His witnesses—His messengers. 
But the character of what we ave is formed in our 


secret life with Him. 


1Psalm 139:1-4,13,16, NASB 
2Luke 12:7 

3Psalm 8:3-5, NIV 

4Romans 8:28, NASB 

SNTV 

6Matthew 6:6, NIV 
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“We are often hindered from giving up our treasures to the 


Lord out of fear for their safety. This is especially true when 


those treasures are loved relatives and friends. But we need 


have no such fears. Our Lord came not to destroy but to 


save. Everything is safe which we commit to Him, and 


nothing is really safe which is not so committed.” 


—A. W. Tozer 
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Pray for Your 
Family 


by Thomas Trask 


“Then Elijah commanded them, Seize the prophets of 
Baal. Dont let anyone get away!’ They seized them, and 
Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and 
slaughtered there. And Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go, eat and 
drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.’ So Ahab 
went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of 
Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face 
between his knees. “Go and look towards the sea,’ he told 
his servant. And he went up and looked. ‘There is noth- 
ing there,’ he said. Seven times Elijah said, ‘Go back.’ The 
seventh time the servant reported, A cloud as small as a 
mans hand is rising from the sea.’ So Elijah said, ‘Go and 
tell Ahab, “Hitch up your chariot and go down before the 
rain stops you.” Meanwhile, the sky grew black with 
clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab 


rode off to Jezreel. The power of the Lord came upon 
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Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead 
of Ahab all the way to Jezreel” (1 Kings 18:40-46, NIV). 


Probably the greatest heartbreak for many 
Christians is the pain they suffer when one or more of 
their family does not know the Lord. But our God is 
faithful. We must remember that no one loves our 
family members more than God himself. 

To effectively pray for our family, I believe we can 
learn valuable lessons from Elijah’s private prayer life 
found in 1 Kings 18:40-46. This account teaches five 
significant principles that can be instructive for 
believers to follow in calling upon God. 

First, notice that Elijah withdrew from the crowd. 
Jesus did the very same thing. In the previous chapter 
of this book, Randy Hurst wrote concerning prayer in 
secret. Jesus not only taught this principle, he practiced 
it in His life on earth. It is significant that Jesus 
denounced those who stood in the street and publicly 
made long prayers. As with Elijah and Jesus, we need 
to “withdraw from the crowd” and get alone with God. 

Second, Elijah bowed down before God, demon- 
strating with his body the state of his heart and soul. 
Prayer to a sovereign God must always take place in a 
posture of humility, The Scriptures teach us that God 
despises pride, but he exalts the humble. This picture 
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of Elijah falling on his face before God reveals the 
condition of his heart and soul. 

Third, Elijah was persistent in prayer. He sent his 
servant seven times to see if a cloud of rain was com- 
ing. Too often we are willing to pray and then become 
comfortable or complacent and not receive an answer. 
There are times when God wants us to come to Him 
repeatedly and persistently with our petitions. How 
important is our petition to us? How much of a pri- 
ority have we put upon the need for an answer from 
God? These issues determine how persistent we will 
be in prayer. 

God’s Word says, “The effective, fervent prayer of 
a righteous man avails much.”! Prayer becomes effec- 
tive when it is born out of both passion and need. I 
am sure we are all guilty of offering up token prayers 
at times. But when we bare our souls and cry out fer- 
vently to God, it makes a great difference. A common 
expression we used years ago in the church was “pray- 
ing through.” That meant we prayed until we knew 
God had heard us and the answer was on the way. 
Whether the answer was immediate or not was not 
the issue. The answer might come days, weeks, 
months or even years later, but we knew God had 
given us the assurance that He had heard and 
answered our prayer. 

The fourth lesson here is that Elijah was fully con- 
fident and expectant that God would answer prayer. He 
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based his prayer on the promises of God. 

Now that is critical. Why do we pray? Not just 
because of our needs. Prayer is based upon the prom- 
ises of God. The Word of God is filled with promises 
of answered prayer. We can come in faith, believing 
He will hear us. We don’t pray with empty words, but 
out of a spirit of faith that has been touched by the 
Holy Spirit. We pray out of a sense of desperation and 
dependency. Elijah sent his servant back again and 
again, and sure enough, the servant finally said, “A 
cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.”? 
How did that come about? Because Elijah was confi- 
dent that he had an audience with God, and he 
believed in the promises of God. 

Scripture teaches that we can pray and know for 
sure that God will answer prayer. 

The fifth lesson we learn is that God delights in 
answering prayer. The apostle Paul wrote, “For no 
matter how many promises God has made, they are 
‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spo- 
ken by us to the glory of God.” God will not tease us 
or string us along. If we pray according to His will 
and are persistent, dependent and humble before 
Him, He will answer. But we must withdraw from 
the throng, separate ourselves to Him and trust Him 
to come through. 

This is the kind of prayer life we must show to our 
families and teach our children. Children should 
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grow up in a home where they know God hears and 
answers prayer and is at work in the lives of their fam- 
ily members. 

One of the great blessings parents have is the 
opportunity to lead their children in prayer and teach 
them to pray. I had the joy of being raised in a home 
where we had family worship every morning. In that 
setting, time was set aside to the read the Bible, and 
then my parents prayed for each of their three chil- 
dren. As I grew and matured, it became my responsi- 
bility to actively participate in the prayer time. The 
value of having been taught about prayer and the joy 
of listening to my parents pray gave me an example to 
follow. The privilege of learning how to pray in the 
family setting gave me confidence as I prayed for my 
parents, my brother and sister, and others in need. 
From time to time we would be reminded of the 
power of prayer as we discussed how God answered 
prayer during our family worship. 

My parents’ commitment to having a family altar 
left such a profound imprint upon my siblings and 
me that, in later years when we had our own families, 
we instituted that same type of worship. 

The value of family prayer time is absolutely with- 
out measure in building faith, trust and confidence in 
God’s power. Children learn that when they pray, 
God hears and answers. Whether it be for the salva- 


tion of a family member, the healing of a family mem- 
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ber, a financial need, a spiritual need, a physical need, 
a relational need—whatever the need—there is joy in 
praying and experiencing the answer. Children go 
beyond simply knowing about prayer to experiencing 
answers to prayer. 

In the formative years of my life, praying as a family 
built something inside of me that I’ve never gotten away 
from. In fact, I attribute my prayer life today to those 
early formative years of hearing my parents pray—not 
just in a family worship setting, but also at other times 
when they agonized and interceded in prayer. 

A major responsibility of parenting is to pray for 
our children. When I was pastoring, I instructed par- 
ents to lay their hands upon their children’s heads and 
pray when they put them to bed at night. There is 
power in that point of contact. I encouraged them to 
pray in the Spirit as they prayed over their children 
and for their needs. 

One of the great factors in the breakup of the 
home today is because families are not praying 
together. The old saying is true: “The family that 
prays together, stays together.” 

The father needs to be the high priest of the home 
and provide the model for prayer. Children need to 
see their father and mother praying together as a fam- 
ily unit. That’s part of the training process referred to 
in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go.”4 Training isn’t just dropping off your chil- 
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dren at Sunday school. It’s much more than that. It’s 
the everyday consistency and example in the home 
that will train a child and pay eternal dividends. 
Some Christian parents provide consistent spiritu- 
al training and model a lifestyle of prayer, yet a child 
can still rebel against God. Each child has a free moral 
will and must themselves choose to follow the Lord. 
If the child strays, the enemy will try to bring con- 
demnation and guilt to the parents. But they can 
know that they have followed the instruction of 
Scripture and done their best. This doesn’t mean that 
they were perfect. No one is perfect. But if they have 
obeyed the Scripture and done their best, they can 
trust God to reach out as they continue to pray. 
Mark 2 gives the account of four men who brought 
their friend to Jesus for healing. When Jesus saw their 
faith, He responded. This tells me that we can have faith 
for somebody else. Parents can have faith for their 
unsaved or backslidden son or daughter. If they'll stand 
in faith and not waver, God will respond. Parents who 
have taken that posture and stood in faith, not waver- 
ing, can testify that they have seen the victory come. 
God stands behind His Word. We can trust Him. 


Today 
Take your family before the Lord in faith. If you 
have children that are away from the Lord, pray with 


the understanding that God loves them even more 
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than you do and He is “. . . not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repen- 
tance.”> When you pray for a person to receive Christ 
you are always praying according to God's will. 

God wants to accomplish His purposes in each of 
your family member’s lives even more than you do. 
Pray for your family with that confidence in His 


faithful promises. 


‘James 5:16, NKJV 

*1 Kings 18:44, NIV 

32 Corinthians 1:20, NIV 
4NASB 

22 Peter's: 9KjV 
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Pray for Your 
Local Church 


by Thomas Trask 


“When they heard this, they raised their voices together in 
prayer to God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 
You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 
servant, our father David: “Why do the nations rage and 
the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their 
stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and 
against his Anointed One.” Indeed Herod and Pontius 
Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and 
will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, 
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak 
your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to 
heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through 


the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ After they prayed, the 
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place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly” (Acts 4:24-31, NIV). 


The church of Jesus Christ does not move forward 
primarily through programs or organizations. It 
moves through prayer. The church that prays togeth- 
er moves together under the canopy of God’s blessing. 
A church does not have God’s blessing because of a 
name over a door, but rather because the people pray 
and believe. They are an obedient people of faith and 
dependency. That is what delights the heart of God. 

There isn’t an Assemblies of God church in 
America that cannot see a breakthrough if congrega- 
tions will pray and believe God for the supernatural 
instead of trying to do things in their own strength 
through programs and organizations. These things 
are not wrong, but without the blessing of God upon 
them, without the sanction of the Spirit and the favor 
of God, His purposes are not going to happen. We 
must be a praying church and let our communities 
know that. 

In the churches I pastored, surrounding communi- 
ties knew we were a praying people. When people got 
into trouble, they knew where to turn because they 


knew we were a praying church. 
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In Acts 4:24-31, Luke records how the Early Church 
prayed. Notice these three aspects of the Early 
Church’s petition for God’s help: 

First, they acknowledged who God is—the 
“Sovereign Lord.” Second, they stated what God 
did—He “made the heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and everything in them.” Third, in verses 25 and 26, 
they stated what God said. Then in verse 29 they give 
their petition. 

Was the Early Church’s prayer answered? Acts 4:31 
gives us the answer by telling three things that hap- 
pened. First, the place was shaken as a result of their 
praying. Second, they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Third, they spoke the Word of God with bold- 
ness—a result of being baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
The baptism in the Holy Spirit brings an empower- 
ment that produces boldness. 

The prayer of the Early Church is a valuable exam- 
ple for us today. Look at the order of their prayer 
again. The Early Church believers proclaimed who 
God is, what He did and what He said before they 
brought their petition. I think it’s important that we 
note the order there. Many times our prayers are con- 
sumed with petition. But that was a very small part of 
this New Testament church prayer. The believers reaf- 
firmed their faith in who God is, what He did and 
what He said. Then they made their petition: “Now, 


Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants 


35 


to speak your word with great boldness.”! 

James, the brother of our Lord, said, “The effec- 
tive, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 
Not some, but much. Who is a righteous man? One 
who walks uprightly and is a member of God's king- 
dom. One who knows how to pray, wants to pray and 
will pray. That’s the person who is promised to have 
an audience with God the Father through the righ- 
teous One—Jesus Christ. 

The portion of Scripture prior to this prayer shows 
that the Early Church believers had come out of per- 
secution. In response, they came together to seek 
God. An interesting aspect of this story is the result of 
the persecution. What did the believers do? They 
gathered together with those of like faith. There is 
such strength in doing this. And it is needed in the 
church today. 

The early believers were threatened, but they were 
released because their accusers could find no just rea- 
son to punish them. Luke records, “And being let go, 
they went to their own company.”3 The church has 
always been under persecution. The lesson for us to 
learn here is that we want to be found with those of 
like precious faith, those of like company. Faith is 
strengthened in the company of believers. 

The New Testament was a persecuted church. And 
persecution drives believers to prayer. History records 


that when the church comes under persecution, it 
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goes to prayer. We in America are not under much 
persecution today. That may be part of our problem. 

An Assemblies of God general superintendent in a 
country with a history of intense religious persecution 
noted the dramatic growth taking place within that 
Fellowship. “My fear,” he said to me, “is that things 
are going well now. We're not being persecuted, and 
we may not continue to have growth as a result of 
that.” 

Persecution drove the Early Church to prayer. It 
drove them to boldness and to evangelism. 

If we know how to pray and we pray before we get 
into trouble, we will know how to pray when trouble 
comes. Some people pray only when they are in trou- 
ble. They use God as a fire escape. If we are people of 
prayer, our prayer will not be altered significantly 
when trouble or persecution comes, because we know 
how to pray. The Early Church knew how to pray, 
and the result of their prayer life was that God used 
them powerfully. 

Scripture admonishes us to pray for those who have 
the responsibility of leadership. We need to pray reg- 
ularly for our pastors and their wives and children. 
They live under the constant burden of caring for the 
flock. That’s 24/7—day in and day out. You never get 
out from underneath that burden. 

The enemy focuses on leadership. If he can bring 


down leadership, he can raise havoc within the 
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church. Believers need to uphold the local pastor and 
his or her family daily. Pray that their ministry bless- 
es people, touches, encourages, strengthens and helps 
lift their burdens from them. Whether it is a matter 
of a church location, a revival, finances or leadership, 
God will hear and answer prayer if we will call upon 
Him. 

Ask God to help you touch your community. As 
you drive through your city from time to time, pray 
over it. Pray that those who are in bondage and still 
under the shackles of sin will be visited by the Spirit 
of God. The Holy Spirit can go into these homes 
unannounced. He doesn’t need to make an appoint- 
ment. A church that prays can saturate the commu- 
nity and begin to break up even the hardest of soil. 
The Spirit of God can come upon a situation so that 
when the seed is planted, it will fall upon good 
ground and bring forth fruit for the kingdom of God. 

Whatever the avenue, the church needs to capture 
a vision for evangelism. The Spirit of God will bring 
opportunities to the attention of the body of Christ. 
If the church will respond, the result will be a harvest 
for the kingdom of God. 

A volume of prayer needs to go up continually 
from the body of Christ. And we need to be deliber- 
ate and specific about our requests. 

The Lord is our help in every aspect of our lives 


and ministries. The more dependent we are in prayer, 
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the more we give God opportunity to work in the life 


of the church. 


Today 

Pray for your pastor. Pray that the Lord will keep 
giving him a fresh anointing from the Holy Spirit. 
Pray also that God will surround him with people 
who will be as Aaron and Hur were to Moses and 
hold up his hands. 

Pray for the ministerial staff of your church to 
become increasingly effective in their areas of respon- 
sibility. Pray for the deacon board, that they may be 
filled with wisdom. 

Pray for the ministries of your church—that God 
will work effectively through them. Programs without 
power are ineffective. 

Pray that your church will see opportunities for 
evangelism, that your congregation will be effective, 
Spirit-empowered witnesses for Christ, and that your 


church will see an abundant harvest of souls. 


lActs 4:29, NIV 
2James 5:16, NKJV 
3Acts 4:23, KJV 
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“Intercessory prayer might be defined as 
loving our neighbor on our knees.” 


—Charles H. Brent 
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Pray for Your 
Community 


by Randy Hurst 


“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us 
as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, 
so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which 
I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in 


the way I ought to speak” (Colossians 4:2-4 NASB). 


Our greatest example concerning prayer is our 
Lord himself. Jesus both taught and modeled a life of 
prayer. His commitment to prayer made a powerful 
impact on His disciples. When they asked Him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray,”! it was not a casual inquiry 
from mere curiosity. Something was different about 


Jesus’ prayer life, and it instilled in them the desire to 


4] 


Cc H A P at E R FE O U R 


pray like Him. They had witnessed prayer in the tem- 
ple and practiced it themselves. But Jesus prayed to 
Jehovah as His Father and taught others that He was 
their Heavenly Father too. He demonstrated that 
prayer is not a ceremony, but a relationship with an 
all-powerful and caring God who hears and answers 
His children. 

Jesus exemplified what Paul instructed the 
Colossians to do. He was devoted to prayer. He made 
His disciples aware that God is always present; He 
sees the sparrow fall and knows how many hairs are 
on our head. Both through instruction and by exam- 
ple Jesus taught His disciples that in normal daily liv- 
ing and in crisis, we need to get alone with God. 

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul explains that 
Jesus, “although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a bond- 
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.”3 In 
His earthly life, Jesus obeyed the Father and depend- 
ed upon the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. 
And the Holy Spirit, who guided and empowered the 
Son of God, will also open doors of opportunity and 
enable us to effectively share the message of Christ. 

Prayer is essential in evangelism because unless 
God works in hearts and lives, our work will not pro- 
duce lasting results. Our responsibility is to share the 


message and pray for God to do what only He can do 
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in the evangelism process. 

Evangelism is, in some respects, a process of per- 
suasion. In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
wrote, “Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade 
men.... 4 But evangelism is very different from nor- 
mal human persuasion. In his first letter to the 
Corinthians, Paul wrote, “My message and my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”> 
Though Paul certainly had persuasive ability, he 
understood that earthly wisdom and human persua- 
sion were inadequate to reach the Corinthians with 
the gospel of Christ. 

The reason human persuasion alone will not lead 
someone to a decision for Christ is found in the nature 
of persuasion itself. For persuasion to be effective, it 
must appeal to desires that already exist in a person. 
People essentially do what they want to do. To move 
people to a decision, they must see that the decision 
will result in gratifying a desire they already have. This 
is the fundamental objective of all advertising. 

People who are living in sin do not naturally have 
the desire to deny themselves, follow Christ and do 
God’s will. It requires a special work of the Holy Spirit 
in our minds and hearts to bring us to understanding 
and move us to a willingness to obey the truth. 

People are not naturally inclined to believe the 


gospel, because sin blinds them to the truth. Paul says, 
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“The god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ.”* Minds that have been 
supernaturally blinded must be supernaturally 
opened. Paul also says, “A natural man does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised.”? Without 
God’s help, a person can’t understand or respond to 
the truth. That is why no one can come to Christ 
through human persuasion alone. 

After teaching His parable concerning the sower 
and soils, Jesus explained to His disciples that the seed 
in the spiritual harvest is “the word of God”s —the 
message. The Holy Spirit prepares the soil (people's 
hearts) to receive the message. The believer's role in 
evangelism is to enter into the Holy Spirit’s work in 
people’s lives. As Jesus said to His disciples, “The say- 
ing is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you 
to reap that for which you have not labored; others 
have labored and you have entered into their labor.”9 

We must pray because we are dependent on God to 
open doors of opportunity, to bring understanding to 
hearers’ minds and to move their hearts to decision. 

I suggest that we should pray regularly in three 
ways. 

First, we should pray specifically for non-Christians 


we know. As I was growing up, my parents led us in 
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daily prayer for family members and friends who were 
unbelievers. Over the years we have had the joy of see- 
ing many for whom we have prayed come to Christ. 
And it has happened in ways that clearly showed they 
were responding as a result of believing prayer. It may 
take many months and even years of consistent 
prayer, but God continually works in the lives of 
those for whom we regularly pray. It is helpful to keep 
a prayer list in our Bibles to remind us of people for 
whom we are committed to pray regularly. 

Second, we should pray for divine appointments. 
God wants to use us—both to plant and water the 
seed of Christ’s message in the lives of casual acquain- 
tances and even strangers. 

Third, we should pray for each other, that God will 
open doors of opportunity just as Paul requested the 
Colossians to pray for him.1° 

God powerfully works in the circumstances, minds 
and hearts of those for whom we pray. Seldom have I 
seen this illustrated more dramatically than at Word 
of Life Assembly of God in Springfield, Virginia. 

Forgetting to turn a clock back from daylight- 
saving time was part of a miracle of God's mercy—the 
culmination of a church’s commitment to reach out 
to the homeless and 12 years of believing prayer. 

Two buses leave Word of Life every Sunday morn- 
ing at 6:30 to pick up homeless men in several shel- 


ters and bring them to the church. On most Sundays, 
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40 to 100 men are fed breakfast just before the first 
service, which begins at 8 A.M. Every Sunday as many 
as 12 people respond to the altar invitation. But 
Pastor Wendel Cover says results are sometimes diffi- 
cult to see. Most who come to Christ through this 
ministry have a background of alcohol or drug abuse, 
no job and no contact with their families. But over 
the years several men have experienced dramatic turn- 
arounds as God has restored their families and they 
have found work. 

In October 1987 Pat Beasley moved from the 
Washington, D.C., area, to Dayton, Ohio, for 
employment. Originally from North Carolina, the 
Beasley family had lived near Washington, D.C., 
since the mid-1970s, and Pat’s brother, Eddie, had 
worked in construction there. Although Eddie was 
raised in church, he had drifted away from the Lord. 

While living in Ohio, Pat called Eddie from time 
to time and wrote letters. But suddenly, her letters 
were returned stamped “undeliverable,” and the tele- 
phone was cut off. Eddie had disappeared. 

When Pat returned to Virginia in October 1993, 
she and another brother, Euliss, tried to search for 
Eddie. In 1994 they even hired private investigators, 
but Eddie was missing without a trace. 

During this time a friend introduced Pat to Word 
of Life. She came a few Sundays, then spent a few 


months visiting other churches. In the spring of 
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1994, she returned to Word of Life. 

One Sunday, as she was coming up the church's 
walkway, God spoke to her. “He said, ‘I want you to 
stay here and wait,” she recalls. “That was all He said: 
‘I want you to stay here and wait.’ So I waited. I didn’t 
know what I was waiting for, but in the end God 
revealed that I was waiting for my brother.” 

Pat had never quit praying for Eddie. “I had faith that 
he would come back to God,” she said. “I kept asking 
God to send someone to preach the Word to him.” 

Her prayers were not the only ones for Eddie. Her 
mother in North Carolina was praying too. 

“I didn’t know any of Eddie’s friends or where he 
was working,” Pat says. “I didn’t know anyone who 
knew him. I just had to rely on God.” 

On October 29, 2000, Pat rose and got ready for 
her 9 A.M. Sunday school class. She had forgotten that 
it was the Sunday when clocks were turned back to 
standard time. When she arrived at the church, she 
didn’t see the usual number of cars in the parking lot. 
Walking past the main sanctuary, she didn’t see any- 
one familiar standing there. Few people were in the 
lobby as she proceeded downstairs to her Sunday 
school class in the basement. She walked into the 
class, but no one was there. After waiting 15 minutes, 
she thought to herself, When youve in college, you wait 
15 minutes. If the instructor doesnt show up, you leave. 


She got up and started down the hallway. 


47 


“What are you doing down here so early?” a gen- 
tleman asked. 

Pat replied, “I’m here for Sunday school.” 

“You didn’t set your clock back,” he said. 

“Well, what time is it?” Pat asked. 

i esaco Lom 

“Oh, wow!” Pat replied. She turned her watch back 
and decided to attend the 8 A.M. service—something 
she had never done before. 

Walking through the main sanctuary doors, she 
proceeded down the center aisle to where she nor- 
mally sat, but then felt impressed to go to another 
section. Two aisles were roped off. She found a row 
that was open and took a seat. 

At the conclusion of the service, she stood to leave. 
Looking down the pews behind her, she was startled 
to see a man who looked like her brother Eddie. By 
that time everyone else on that pew had left, and the 
man was sitting by himself looking straight ahead. 

“I called him by name,” Pat says. “He slowly 
turned and looked at me, but didn’t say anything. I 
asked, ‘Aren't you Eddie Beasley Jr.?? He replied, “Yes 
and started to get up.” 

Eddie Beasley had been riding the bus from a 
homeless shelter to Word of Life for six months! 

Though Eddie had attended services all that time, 
he had not made a commitment to Christ. The fol- 


lowing week he attended Sunday school with Pat. 
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After the class they spoke with the Sunday school 
teacher's assistant, and Eddie prayed to receive Christ 
as his Savior. I saw Pat and Eddie again just a few 
months ago. Eddie is serving the Lord and is now car- 
ing for his elderly mother. 

The importance of prayer in evangelism cannot be 
overstated. People who commit themselves to be wit- 
nesses must also be committed to a lifestyle of prayer. 

A revealing example of the necessity of the Holy 
Spirit's work in evangelism is found in Acts 16. When 
Paul and his companions went to a riverbank outside 
Philippi to pray on the Sabbath Day, they sat down 
and began speaking to a group of women: 

“A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, 
a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was lis- 
tening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to 
the things spoken by Paul.”" 

Paul spoke the message, but the Lord opened 
Lydia’s heart! The truth is, none of us can open a 
heart—not even the apostle Paul. 

As I walked through the Billy Graham Center in 
Wheaton, Illinois, I read quotations by Billy Graham 
displayed on the walls. One of them said, “If God 
should take His hand off me, I would have no more 
spiritual power. The whole secret of the success of our 
meetings is spiritual—it is God answering prayer. | 
cannot take credit for any of it.” 


Anyone who has been involved in evangelism for 
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any period of time knows that it is a spiritual activity, 
and human persuasion alone cannot accomplish the 
task. We can do our part. But unless God works in 
people’s hearts, we will not see lives changed. Billy 
Graham knows that, and so should every person who 
will obey our Lord’s command to be His witnesses. 
We have the privilege and responsibility of sharing 


the message. But only God can open a heart. 


Today 

Ask the Holy Spirit to direct your mind and heart 
to specific nonbelievers for whom you can pray, not 
only today, but to take on your heart as a regular bur- 
den of prayer. 

Ask the Holy Spirit to move in your community 
and for a spiritual awakening to take place. Pray for 
pastors of churches in your community other than 
your own that are Bible-believing and are proclaiming 
the message of Christ. Pray for your community lead- 
ers, that those who are nonbelievers will find Christ 
and lead with godly character. And pray for God’s 
protection of children and young people from the evil 
influences that abound in our day. 

Pray that your local church will be a lighthouse in 
your community where the spiritually lost will find 


Christ as Savior and serve Him as Lord of their lives. 
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1Luke 11:1, NASB 
2Matthew 10:29,30 
3Philippians 2:6,7, NASB 
42 Corinthians 5:11, NASB 
51 Corinthians 2:4, NASB 
62 Corinthians 4:4, NASB 
71 Corinthians 2:14, NASB 
8Luke 8:11, NASB 

*John 4:37,38, NASB 
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Acts 16:14, NASB 
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“In a time of change and crisis, we need to be much in 
prayer, not only on our knees, but in that form of inward 
prayer in which the spirit is offering itself up to God, asking 
to be shown His will ... One good form of prayer at such a 
juncture is to ask that doors may be shut, that the way may 
be closed, and that all enterprises which are not according to 
God’ will may be arrested at their beginning.” 


—F: B. Meyer 
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Pray for Our 
Fellowship 


by Thomas Trask 


“Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men 
of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning 
Jerusalem. And they said unto me, ‘The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in great afflic- 
tion and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.’ And it 
came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down 
and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven, And said, 'T beseech thee, 
O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that 
keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and 
observe his commandments: Let thine ear now be atten- 
tive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer 
of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and 
night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess 
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the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned 
against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. We 
have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which 
thou commandedst thy servant Moses. Remember, I beseech 
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, 
saying, “If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations: but if ye turn unto me, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto 
the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from 
thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have cho- 
sen to set my name there”” (Nehemiah 1:2-9, KJV). 


Nehemiah, the Old Testament prophet, was a man 
of prayer. His petition to God in Nehemiah 1:2-9 
gives us valuable insight in how we can intercede for 
our Fellowship in today’s world situation. 

The Assemblies of God must be known as a fel- 
lowship of prayer and fasting. We will move forward 
in God's will only to the degree that we fast and pray. 
This must be a discipline both in our personal lives 
and in the life of the church. This burden can’t be leg- 
islated; it must be a work of God. When God places 
a burden upon a church, its work is different, its out- 
look is different, its concern is different. Everything 
takes on a new perspective. 


This is not man’s doing; it is the work of the Holy 
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Spirit. But we have to be willing. We have to want this 
change to take place. Our Fellowship needs continual, 
fervent prayer. 

The first thing apparent in Nehemiah 1:2-9 is that 
Nehemiah comes under a burden. One of the greatest 
needs of our fellowship today is for the church to have 
a God-given burden. Without a burden we fall into 
the trap of going through a routine. God raised up 
Israel to be a people for His name. Now Nehemiah 
finds that they are in captivity, the walls are broken 
down and the gates have been burned with fire. 
Scripture records that upon hearing this news, he 
wept, mourned, fasted and prayed. 

A few years ago, the Assemblies of God struggled 
with a downturn in its number of credentialed minis- 
ters. Scripture admonishes us, “beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”! I called 
upon churches to pray. The Holy Spirit is a recruiter, 
and since then we are seeing a significant upturn in the 
number of those being ordained for ministry. I believe 
that we must pray as a fellowship for revival, for work- 
ers, for people to have a burden to plant churches. 
Prayer moves the hand that moves the world. 

The second thing we can learn from Nehemiah is 


brokenness. Hosea 10:12 says: 


“Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance 


with kindness; break up your fallow ground, for it is 
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time to seek the Lord until He comes to rain right- 


eousness on you. 2 


A great danger in the passage of time within a 
denomination, fellowship or organization is that peo- 
ple begin to rely upon their own methods and trust in 
the multitude of their resources—whether they be 
people, facilities, money or programs. Sometimes it is 
easier to rely upon things instead of relying upon God. 

My desire is that God would give this Fellowship a 
sense of brokenness again. Lord, help us to break up 
the fallow ground. Help us come before Thee until— 
as Hosea says—righteousness rains upon us. 

In the Psalms, David said “a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” One thing 
God cannot stand and will not tolerate is pride. 
Spiritual pride is probably the worst kind of pride. 
God’s Word says, “Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God.”4 This matter of humbling is 
our responsibility. We come before Him with a bur- 
den and a brokenness, saying, “O God, would you 
again rain righteousness upon America? Rain righ- 
teousness upon this Fellowship.” 

We have been known as a fellowship of righteous- 
ness and holiness. But sadly, many have moved away 
from that. Some of the things that I hear are tolerat- 
ed in churches today sadden me. In days gone by the 


church didn’t participate in activities of the world. I 
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don't see that delineation anymore. Scripture admon- 
ishes us, “Come out from among them .. . and I will 
receive you.’ The Assemblies of God must be a sepa- 
rated people, a broken people. Nehemiah did not say, 
“The people have sinned.” He said, “We,” meaning 
himself. “I and my father’s house have sinned” (verse 6). 
“We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor 
the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses” (verse 7). You see, it isn’t a matter of us point- 
ing our finger at somebody else. We need to point 
back at ourselves. We are the ones who have moved 
away from God—God has not moved away from us. 
When churches or people move away from the Lord, 
they come out from underneath the blessing of God 
and His approval and help. 

We have the burden, we have the brokenness, but 
the third thing that happens is this: we have the dless- 
ing. There is a significant difference upon a person, a 
local church body or a fellowship when the blessing of 
God rests upon it. We must have the blessing of God. 
To attain that blessing, we have to respond God’s 
way—not our own way or the way of man. Receiving 
God’s blessing comes through prayer, fasting, being 
broken before God and bearing the burden that He 
gives to His fellowship. We must respond to Him in 
humility and repentance and turn away from our- 


selves and our personal desires. He will make himself 
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known to those who call upon Him, depend upon 
Him and throw themselves upon His mercy, saying, 
“Lord, we need Your help.” That’s when the blessing 
comes. As Isaiah said, “The ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”® 

Throughout its history the Assemblies of God has 
been known as a Spirit-filled movement. What do we 
mean by that? It means we are dependent upon the 
Holy Spirit. But to be Spirit-filled, we must be Spirit- 
driven, Spirit-led and Spirit-fed. Paul wrote to the 
Galatians: “Are you so foolish? After beginning with 
the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort?”7 

The tendency is to take the line of least resistance. 
What is that? To be of the flesh. Prayer is work. Fasting 
is sacrifice. Self-denial is not easy. Becoming spiritual is 
not the common path. It is work. It is discipline. But 
that is the path the church must take—denying our- 
selves and depending upon the Holy Spirit. 

We have been known as a praying church. Scripture 
says of the Early Church, “And when they had prayed, 
not played, the place was shaken.”s There is a time for 
recreation, fellowship and fun. But those matters will 
never move the church along. A church on the move is 
a church that prays. We have much about which to 


pray as a fellowship. Pray that we will remain a 
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Pentecostal fellowship, a missions fellowship and a fel- 
lowship dedicated to evangelism with a passion for the 
lost. How does that come about? Not by reading 
books. It comes as a result of seeking and receiving the 
heart and spirit of Christ. Scripture says, “When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shep- 
herd.”» We must be a fellowship of discipleship. 

The Assemblies of God faces many critical issues. As 
we pray, God will guide us and lead us by opening new 
doors and opportunities for the church to go in and 
take new territory. Believers will become aggressive in 
reaching the lost, planting churches and being a people 
of spiritual burden. We will show our faith by caring 
for the sick and the poor. This is the ministry God has 
called us to do, and it begins with a burden that the 
Lord gives to the church. We are not driven by pro- 
grams but rather by the work of the Holy Spirit. He 
makes us effective. That’s the difference. A lot of 
church organizations are actively involved in social 
concerns, but that’s all it amounts to. Real ministry is 
more than that. It’s seeing men and women transferred 
from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of light. 
They go from being bound to being free through the 
power of God. The bondages of hell are broken. 

When the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, God 
commanded Joshua, “Take up twelve stones from the 


middle of the Jordan...In the future when your 
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descendants ask their fathers, “What do these stones 
mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry 
ground. "10 

We need to have stones today so that our children 
and the generations that follow us will know who we 
are, what we stand for and how we got where we are. 
It is “‘not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,’ 
saith the Lord.” That is why this Fellowship stands 
at 48 million strong today after only 90 years. But it 
hasn't been our doing. It has been God’s deliverance, 
leading and provision. God sent revival and His Spirit 
is at work within the church of Jesus Christ. 

God is raising up a generation of young people 
today that is bold, courageous and unashamedly 
Pentecostal. Young people want to be challenged. We 
need to pray for them, because the enemy would love 
nothing more than to derail and sidetrack them. They 
are the church of tomorrow. But they also are the 
church of today if we understand what God is doing 
in our day. We need to pray that they will be Spirit- 
filled, Spirit-empowered, Spirit-led and Spirit-driven 
so that they will leave a mark in this world for the 


cause of Jesus Christ. 


Today 
Pray that the Spirit of God who raised up this great 
Fellowship 90 years ago will move in fresh power and 


anointing in our churches. 
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Pray for the leadership in the national office who 
serve districts and local churches across this nation. 
Pray for the hundreds who work in the various min- 
istry departments and in the Gospel Publishing 
House, writing and publishing resources and produc- 
ing media tools—all with one purpose: to reach the 
lost and disciple them to be fully devoted followers of 
Christ. 

Pray for the leadership of your district as well as the 
churches throughout your state. Especially pray that 
God will call increasing numbers of young people 
into full-time ministry and raise up church planters. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will put a burden on the 
hearts of local churches to mother new congregations 
in areas where they are so desperately needed. 

Pray above all that this Fellowship will be what 
God has called us to be, accomplishing His eternal 


purposes in our world. 


ILuke 10:2, NASB 
2NASB 

3Psalm 51:17, KJV 

4] Peter 5:6, NASB 

°2 Corinthians 6:17, KJV 
Isaiah 35:10, KJV 
7Galatians 3:3, NIV 
8Acts 4:31, KJV (italics mine) 
Matthew 9:36, NIV 
10Joshua 4:3,21,22, NIV 
Zechariah 4:6, KJV 
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‘T have been driven many times to my knees by the 


overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to 


go; my own wisdom and that of all around me 


seemed insufficient for that day.” 


—Abraham Lincoln 
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Pray for 
Our Nation 


by Randy Hurst 


“l urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Timothy 2:1,2, 
NIV). 


In the winter of 1777, while George Washington 
was camped with the American army at Valley Forge, 
a friend of the Washington family, Mr. Potts, was 
passing through the woods by the Army headquarters. 
Suddenly he heard the sound of a human voice speak- 
ing earnestly. As he approached the spot with a cau- 
tious step, he saw the Army's commander-in-chief, 


George Washington, on his knees in prayer. 
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Motionless with surprise, Mr. Potts stood there until 
General Washington ended his devotions, rose to his 
feet, and, with a countenance of serenity, returned to 
headquarters. Mr. Potts went home and said to his 
wife, “Sarah, my dear! All’s well! All’s well! . . . If 
George Washington be not a man of God, I am great- 
ly decetved—and still more shall I be deceived if God 
does not, through him, work out a great salvation for 
America.”! 

Recently, my wife Ruth purchased a book for me 
from a bargain table. It contains all the inaugural 
addresses of our U.S. presidents, from George 
Washington to George W. Bush. As I read their 
speeches, I was struck by this fact: almost without 
exception, the chief executives of our nation either 
appealed to God directly for His help or asked the cit- 
izens of our nation to do so. While much of their lan- 
guage is extremely formal and outdated, following are 
just a few brief excerpts from the inaugural speeches 
of our earliest presidents. 

In George Washington’s first inaugural address on 


April 30, 1789, he said: 


“T shall take my present leave; but not without revert- 
ing once more to the benign Parent of the Human 
Race in humble supplication that, since He has been 
pleased to favor the American people with opportuni- 
ties for deliberating in perfect tranquility and disposi- 


tions for deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a 
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form of government for the security of their union and 
the advancement of their happiness, so His divine 
blessing may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged 
views, the temperate consultations, and the wise mea- 
sures on which the success of this government must 


depend.” 


In simple words, President Washington, the father 
of our country, was saying that God had guided our 
nation, but we need His continual blessing. 

In his inaugural address on March 4, 1797, our 


second president, John Adams, said: 


“And may that Being who is supreme over all, the 
Patron of Order, the Fountain of Justice, and the 
Protector in all ages of the world of virtuous liberty, 
continue His blessing upon this nation and its 
Government and give it all possible success and dura- 


tion consistent with the ends of His providence.” 


In his second inaugural address, given on March 4, 


1805, Thomas Jefferson, our third president, said: 


“T shall need, too, the favor of that Being in whose 
hands we are, who led our fathers as Israel of old, from 
their native land and planted them in the country flow- 
ing with all the necessaries and comforts of life; who 
has covered our infancy with His providence and our 
riper years with His wisdom and power, and to whose 
goodness I ask you to join in supplications with me 


that He will so enlighten the minds of your servants, 
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guide their counsels, and prosper their measures that 
whatsoever they do shall result in your good, and shall 
secure to you the peace, friendship, and approbations 


of all nations.” 


Our fourth president, James Madison, in his first 
inaugural address, March 4, 1809, said: 


‘<4 


. we have all been encouraged to feel in the 
guardianship and guidance of that Almighty Being 
whose power regulates the destiny of nations, whose 
blessings have been so conspicuously dispensed to this 
rising Republic, and whom we are bound to address 
our devout gratitude to the past, as well as our fervent 


supplications and best hopes for the future.” 


These excerpts represent the thoughts of our first 
four presidents. Quotations from succeeding presi- 
dents James Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew 
Jackson and Martin Van Buren are included in the 
last chapter of this book. 

The evidence is abundant that those who carry the 
heavy responsibilities of governing our nation find 
themselves overwhelmed by the weight of responsi- 
bility. Even those who are not committed Christians 
sense the need for God’s help for our nation, the chal- 
lenges of which are far beyond the capabilities of mere 
human leadership. 

Benjamin Franklin, one of the most influential of 


our founding fathers, was one of only three of the 
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signers of the Declaration of Independence who were 
not members of a Christian church. He was one of 
the least religious of our nation’s founders, but, as the 
years went on, his views changed. In Franklin’s auto- 
biography, he reveals great admiration for evangelist 
George Whitefield, who clearly had an impact on his 
life. 

In May 1787, delegates from each state came to 
Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation, 
the document under which the government had func- 
tioned during the revolution. This meeting resulted in 
an entirely new document—the United States 
Constitution, which is why that Philadelphia gather- 
ing became known as the Constitutional Convention. 

James Madison kept meticulous notes of the con- 
ventions events and debates and recorded word for 
word a stirring speech by the 81-year-old Benjamin 
Franklin as he addressed George Washington, presi- 


dent of the Convention: 


“In this situation of this assembly, groping as it were in 
the dark to find political truth, and scarce able to distin- 
guish it when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, 
that we have not hitherto once thought of humbly 
applying to the Father of lights, to illuminate our under- 
standing? In the beginning of the contest with Great 
Britain, when we were sensible of danger we had daily 
prayer in this room for Divine protection. Our prayers, 


sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered. 
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“T have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the 
more convincing proofs I see of this truth—that God 
governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot 
fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that 
an empire can rise without His aid? We have been 
assured, sir, in the Sacred Writings that ‘except the Lord 
build the House, they labor in vain that build it.’ I firm- 
ly believe this; and I also believe that without His con- 
curring aid we shall succeed in this political building no 
better than the builders of Babel.... I therefore beg leave 
to move—that henceforth prayers imploring the assis- 
tance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, 
be held in this assembly every morning before we pro- 
ceed to business, and that one or more of the clergy of 


this city be requested to officiate in that service.” 
q 


When the convention concluded, Benjamin 


Franklin stated: 


“I must own I have so much faith in the general gov- 
ernment of the world by Providence that I can hardly 
conceive a transaction of such momentous importance 
to the welfare of millions now existing (and to exist in 
the posterity of a great nation) should be suffered to 
pass without being in some degree influenced, guided, 
and governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and 
beneficent Ruler, in whom all inferior spirits live, and 


move, and have their being.” 


The founding fathers of our nation clearly depend- 
ed on God in prayer, understanding that the task of 
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building a free nation was far too great to be left mere- 
ly to human ingenuity. It is tragic that so many in 
government today do not share this same view, but 
many still acknowledge the necessity of dependence 
on God, and an increasing number of committed 
Christians serve our nation in public office. 

Just a few weeks ago, U.S. Attorney General John 
Ashcroft came home to Springfield, Missouri, for a 
weekend and was asked to share a few words with his 
home congregation, Central Assembly of God. With 
great sincerity and conviction Attorney General 
Ashcroft expressed to his home church how much he 
depended on the prayers of his fellow believers as he 
serves in our nation’s capital. 

Faithful prayer for our president, Congress and 
other government leaders should be a regular part of 
our prayer lives. Our nation faces monumental crises 
at home and abroad. Those serving our military need 
our prayers for God’s protection. Christian believers 
today would undoubtedly concur with Benjamin 
Franklin and the other founding fathers that God has 
blessed our nation. But more than ever before, we 


need His intervention and guidance. 


Today 
Pray for our president and other leaders, especially 
Christians who are serving in our government and in 


the military. 
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Ask the Lord for continued protection, safety and 
guidance for all those who serve our country. Pray 
that God will grant courage and boldness to those 
who will stand for righteousness in a time when evil 
is escalating. 

Pray most of all for the spiritually lost of America 
to come to Christ, for a great spiritual awakening in 
our nation as has occurred in times past. It is a more 
critical time than ever to seek the Lord for our 
nation—that His will be done on earth as it is in 


heaven. 


'Life of Washington by Mason Weems 
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Pray for Our 
Lost World 


by Randy Hurst 


‘And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, 
that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me 
so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that 
I may declare it fearlessly as I should” (Ephesians 6:18- 
20, NIV). 


Unlike many missionary movements, whose out- 
reach is concentrated on just certain parts of the 
world, our early Assemblies of God leaders were com- 
pelled by the Spirit to obey our Lord’s command to 
“go into all the world and preach the gospel.”! The 
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Great Commission confronts us with a task as big as 
the world. 

Our Pentecostal forefathers responded to our 
Lord’s command with unreserved obedience and 
boldness. They didn’t depend on intellectual strategy 
but on supernatural guidance and power. They 
believed our Lord’s command and also His promise. 
The command is “all the world.” The promise is that 
we will receive the Holy Spirit’s power to do the work. 

The Assemblies of God missions movement was 
instituted by God himself. Ours is a Spirit-empowered 
mission in which intercessory prayer is an essential 
part. God’s Word compels us to believe that mission- 
aries are not recruited by a human organization. They 
are called and sent by the Lord of the Harvest him- 
self. Jesus instructed, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his 
harvest.”? As believers pray, the Holy Spirit speaks to 
hearts about missionary service. 

Missionaries are both sent and sustained through 
prayer. Testimonies abound of Pentecostal missionar- 
ies who have later met supporters in the homeland 
and compared calendars to learn that the Holy Spirit 
impressed a faithful believer to intercede during the 
missionarys moment of crisis. 

Prayer is essential to the proclamation of the 
gospel. As Pentecostals, we recognize that preaching 


and publishing the gospel are not enough. Hearts 
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must be opened. Lives must be changed. The Church 
must be established. These can be accomplished only 
by God himself. 

My early life was spent in Tanzania, East Africa. 
Among my most graphic visual memories are the peo- 
ple of the Maasai tribe. The stately bearing of these 
tall, handsome people is conspicuous. They can be 
seen striding rapidly across the expansive flat plains, 
their red robes contrasting the sandy-colored_ back- 
ground like a beacon in daylight. 

The Maasai tribe is a group of clans who migrated 
from the Upper Nile in the 17th and 18th centuries. 
They became a military elite, completely dominating 
the grasslands of the Great Rift Valley in both Kenya 
and ‘Tanzania. 

Each Maasai family lives in a boma, a compound of 
small buildings made of branches and sunbaked mud 
and plastered with manure. The boma is surrounded 
by a thick thorn fence to protect livestock from lions 
and other predators. 

The Maasai are cattle herders. Cow’s ella is their 
staple diet, and cattle are their measure of wealth. 
Every morning young Maasai boys take the herds to 
graze, returning at dusk to the security of the village. 
Women walk for miles to draw water, which they 
store in containers loaded on donkeys. 

The Maasai are polygamous, but they have clear 


restrictions concerning marriage and. well-defined 
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family responsibilities. The aged are respected and 
cared for. A woman's youngest son is responsible for 
looking after her in her old age. Correspondingly, the 
eldest son is responsible for his father. 

Each age group moves together through the vari- 
ous grades of elderhood. When boys turn 16, they 
leave their homes and live together in rough camps 
called manyattas. During this time a formidable rite 
of passage takes place. Traditionally, to become a war- 
rior a Maasai youth must take part in killing a lion 
with a spear. After seven to 14 years, all young men in 
the age group are promoted together to the status of 
elders. 

The moral and spiritual nature of the Maasai cul- 
ture is difficult to describe. Although the Maasai 
believe in a creator, their concept of God is very 
abstract. They do not believe in an afterlife and seem 
to have no fear of eternal judgment. Sin is difficult for 
them both to acknowledge and confess. They are 
proud and self-assured, but they are lost and need the 
Savior. 

When my father went to Africa in 1953, he 
worked mostly among other tribes in southern 
Tanzania. He made attempts to present the gospel to 
the Maasai, but they were resistant. My father prayed 
and wept for the Maasai, but no spiritual break- 
through came. The word “unreached” is often used in 


missions concerning certain people groups, but for 


74 


decades many missionaries considered the Maasai 
unreachable. 

In the 1980s, after 30 years of prayer by missionar- 
ies and other African believers, the Holy Spirit moved 
in mighty power among the Maasai. An incredibly 
convincing manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s convic- 
tion took place. When missionaries or national 
African preachers told the story of Jesus, Maasai men 
began to cry. It was the beginning of a “crying 
revival.” 

These self-reliant people, who fear neither lions nor 
opposing tribal warriors, were driven to their knees by 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit. During that sover- 
eign move of God, many Maasai stayed outside their 
houses at night, weeping for their sins as the Spirit 
drew them into the circle of God’s forgiveness. 

The breakthrough among the Maasai came in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. According to Maasai I have 
interviewed, the boldness with which Spirit-filled 
people shared the gospel made an effective impact on 
their lives. But the Holy Spirit worked miraculously 
beyond imparting boldness to the human messengers. 
As the wind of the Spirit began to blow in Maasai 
country, God opened hearts. 

Intercessory prayer was essential to the break- 
through among the Maasai. Missionary Francis Jones 
told me how a young high school student, Moses Ole 


Sayo, went out in the bush country for days to pray 
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for God to send missionaries to his people. Moses’ 
family became believers, and he became a church 
leader. 

In the 1970s the Lord placed a burden on the heart 
of former Assemblies of God General Secretary 
Bartlett Peterson to pray for the Maasai every day. He 
obeyed faithfully for years. A few days before his 
death in 1988, Peterson called missionary Jerry Spain 
to ask if there had been any breakthrough among the 
Maasai. Jerry told him that revival had come, and 
many Maasai were receiving Christ. Bartlett Peterson 
also established a scholarship fund that has helped 
train many young Maasai for ministry. Today more 
than 100 Maasai Assemblies of God churches have 
been established in Kenya and Tanzania. 

What God has done in recent years among the 
Maasai is convincing evidence of the essential nature 
of Pentecostal missions. We acknowledge and depend 
on the Holy Spirit to empower our message so it can 
bear the fruit God has promised. Mere human per- 
suasion and strategy fall short. 

Intercessory prayer is not a spiritual gift for a few 
members of the Body. It is the responsibility of every 
believer. 

Many years ago my uncle, Bud Abbott, was leading 
the regular Wednesday night Bible study and prayer 
meeting at the Assembly of God in Superior, 


Wisconsin. During the prayer time, a godly deacon 
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who worked for the railroad began praying quietly in 
tongues. The group fell silent and listened as he 
prayed in the Spirit for about 10 minutes. 

When he finished praying, a visiting woman stood 
and gave this testimony. Passing through town, she had 
seen a light in the church and slipped in the back. A 
missionary to Tibet for 20 years, she told the congrega- 
tion that the deacon had been praying in the Tibetan 
dialect she knew. The deacon prayed for a Christian in 
China by name who was suffering under tremendous 
persecution. He eloquently petitioned the Throne of 
Grace on the persecuted Christian’s behalf. 

Praying in the Spirit is not merely emotional 
release. The Holy Spirit helps us pray beyond our- 
selves in His power, waging battle in the heavenlies for 
the lost souls of men and women. 

Prayer for missionaries is not merely a Pentecostal 
custom or tradition. We depend on God, because our 
mission depends on miracles. Our missionaries 
throughout the world are not merely working for 
God. They are working with God. 

Intercessory prayer is both a privilege and a respon- 
sibility. As Aaron and Hur held up Moses’ hands, we 
can help sustain our missionaries as they faithfully 
work to bring the light of the gospel to people lost in 
darkness. What a marvelous opportunity we have! 
Though we are separated by many thousands of miles, 


through intercessory prayer God allows us to be 
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fellow-workers with missionaries on the front lines of 


spiritual harvest around the world. 


Today 

Pray for the missionaries your local church sup- 
ports throughout the world. Many are facing increas- 
ingly dangerous circumstances, and many are working 
in spiritually hard fields that need a breakthrough 
only the Holy Spirit can bring. Pray for God’s protec- 
tion and supply for their families. 

Pray especially for new fields that have recently been 
opened to the gospel. A fourth of the more than 200 
countries where Assemblies of God World Missions 
works have been opened in just the last six years. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to call new 
missionaries and guide them to the specific fields of 
labor that the Spirit has chosen for them. Pray that 
new missionaries will itinerate effectively and raise 
their budgets quickly so they can rush to the fields of 
their calling. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to move in 


mighty power in this 11th hour of harvest. 


1Mark 16:15, NASB 
2Matthew 9:38, KJV 
3Acts 16:14, NIV 
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Inspiring 
Quotations on 
Prayer 


“The prayer of the morning will determine the 


day. 
—Diietrich Bonhoeffer 


“Often in the urgency of need or concern the prob- 
lem looms so large that we forget that God is still run- 
ning the universe. At such a moment we may recover 
our assurance by recollecting God’s previous loving- 
kindness. The testimony of the past has a powerful 
ministry to perform in us if we would only stop to 


»”» 
remember. 


—John Magee 


“In the fellowship which is established in prayer 
between man and God we come into personal union 
with Him in whom all things have their being. 

“In this lies the possibility of boundless power—for 
once the connection is formed, who can lay down the 
limits of what man can do by virtue of the commu- 
nion of his spirit with the Infinite Spirit?” 

—Brooke Foss Westcott 
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“When once His Word is past, 
When He hath said, ‘I will,’ 
The thing shall come at last; 
God keeps His promise still.” 


—Author Unknown 


“The Lord calls for our burdens. He would not 
have us wrestle with them ourselves, but roll them 
over on Him. Now the desires that are breathed forth 
in prayer are, as it were, the very unloading of the 
heart. Each request that goes forth carries out some of 
the burden with it, and lays it on God. Tell Him what 
3 


your desires are, and leave them there with Him... 


—Robert Leighton 


“Believe God’s Word and power more than you 
believe your own feelings and experiences. Your Rock 
is Christ, and it is not the Rock which ebbs and flows, 
but your sea.” 


—Samuel Rutherford 


Nothing before, nothing behind. 
The steps of faith 
Fall on the seeming void, and find 


The rock beneath. 
—John Greenleaf Whittier 
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“We may pray most when we say least, and pray 
least when we say most.” 


—St. Augustine 


“Beware in your prayer, above everything, of limit- 
ing God, not only by unbelief, but by fancying that 
you know what He can do. Expect unexpected things, 
above all that we ask or think. 

“Each time you intercede, be quiet first...worship 
God .. . think of what He can do, of how He delights 
to hear Christ, of your place in Christ—and expect 
great things.” 

—Andrew Murray 


“We do not come to prayer to impose our wishes and 
our will upon God, to insist that He but rubber-stamp 
our plans, but to submit them to Him for approval, cor- 
rection or rejection....Like little children asking for a 
bottle labeled “Poison!” we often ask for things which 
would prove fatal to our spiritual life. In His infinite 
wisdom God favors us by withholding them.” 

= John A. © Brien 


“You cannot expect to be victorious, if the day 
begins only in your own strength. Face the work of 
every day with the influence of a few thoughtful, 
quiet moments with your heart and God. Meet Him 
alone. Meet Him regularly. Meet Him with His open 
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Book of counsel before you, and face the duties of 
each day with the influence of His personality defi- 
nitely controlling your every act.” 


—AMrs. Charles C. Cowman 


Think not again the wells of Life to fill, 

By any conscious act of your own will; 

Retire within the silence of your soul, 

And let God’s Spirit enter, and control. 
The springs of feeling which you thought were 

stilled, 
Shall so be deepened, sweetened, and refilled. 
—Anna J. Granniss 


“Do you sometimes wonder why you didn’t get 
what you prayed for? Well, do you sit back after you 
pray and wait for God to bring you what you want, 
like a waiter at a restaurant? Someone said: ‘We are a 
part of the answer to every prayer that we pray.’ It 
could be that while we're waiting for God to do some- 
thing, He’s waiting for us to do our part. 

“Perhaps prayer often needs to be followed by a lit- 
tle pause, that we may have time to open our hearts 
to that for which we have prayed. We often rush from 
prayer to prayer without waiting for the word within, 
which says, ‘I have heard you, My child.” 

—Amy Carmichael 
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“God is not found in multiplicity, but in simplici- 
ty of thoughts and words. If one word suffices for 
your prayer, keep to that word, and to whatever short 
sentence will unite your heart with God.” 


—Margaret Mary Hallaran 


“God has given us prayer to have a realistic ‘work 
that can be done in prison, in a wheel chair, in bed in 
a hospital or a hovel or a palace, on the march, in the 
midst of battle... Prayer is not just icing on the cake of 
a so-called spiritual life; prayer is warm, close com- 
munication with the living God, and also a matter of 


doing an active work on His side of the battle.” 


—Edith Schaeffer 


“I cannot tell why there should come to me a 
thought of someone miles and years away, in swift 
insistence on the memory, unless there is a need that 
I should pray.” 

—Rosalind Goforth, missionary to China 


“T cannot stress too much the untapped power and 
inner strength to change persons, homes and church- 
es, because we too often take for granted and neglect 
this glorious access to God, and this ministry to those 


we love, and to our own growth.” 
—Sara Abram 
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“Tt’s been said that faith may move mountains, but 
prayer moves God. Amazing, isn't it, that our prayers, 
whether grand and glorious or feeble and faint, can 
move the very heart of God who created the uni- 
verse?” 


—Joni Eareckson Tada 


I know not by what methods rare, 
But this I know: God answers prayer. 
I know not if the blessing sought 
Will come in just the guise I thought. 
I leave my prayer to Him alone 
Whose will is wiser than my own. 


—Eliza M. Hickok 


“Tt is a good thing to let prayer be the first business 
in the morning and the last in the evening. Guard 
yourself against those false and deceitful thoughts 
that keep whispering, “Wait a while. In an hour or so 
I will pray. I must first finish this or that.’ Thinking 
such thoughts, we get away from prayer into other 
things that will hold us and involve us till the prayer 
of the day comes to nothing.” 


—Martin Luther 


“Our prayers must not be a vague appeal to His 
mercy, an indefinite cry for blessing, but the distinct 


expression of definite need. Not that His loving 
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heart...is not ready to hear. But such definite prayer 
teaches us to know our own needs better...It leads us 
to judge whether our desires are according to God’s 


Word.” 
—Andrew Murray 


“There are two forces at work in the world: the 
force of evil, and the force of good. And | think that 
the wars we read about in newspapers are only reflec- 
tions of the wars that go on in almost everyone's heart. 
Scripture teaches that there is a war in our hearts. We 
need to decide to whom we will yield day by day. It is 
not just a one-time thing. It’s a daily commitment to 
God where we say, ‘Lord, You have to handle today. 
Without Your help I will think thoughts that I 
shouldn't think and do things I shouldn't do.’ I have 
to have the help of the Holy Spirit every day in my 
life. That’s the prayer I pray every morning.” 

—Billy Graham 


“The rule that governs my life is this: Anything 
that dims my vision of Christ, or takes away my desire 
for the Word, or cramps my prayer life, or makes His 
work difficult, is wrong for me, and I must, as a 


Christian turn away from it.” 


—J. Wilbur Chapman (adapted) 
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“Do not expect, when you trust Christ to bring you 
into a new prayer-life, that you will be able all at once 
to pray as easily and powerfully and joyfully as you 
would like. But just bow quietly before God in your 
ignorance and weakness. That is the best and truest 
prayer, to put yourself before God just as you are.” 


—Andrew Murray 


“If a man does not pray at definite times, and that 
daily, he may talk as he likes about all life being wor- 
ship, but ‘any time’ will soon come to mean ‘no time.” 


—Alexander MacLaren 


“The Creator of the universe wants to meet with you 
alone daily. How can you say no to such an opportunity?” 


—Emilie Barnes 


“Before you pray, bow quietly before God, to 
remember and realize who He is, how near He is, how 
certainly He can and will help. 

Be still before Him, and allow His Holy Spirit to 
waken and stir up in your soul the child-like quality 
of absolute dependence and confident expectation... 

And when you are praying, let there be intervals of 
silence, reverent stillness of soul, in which you yield 
yourself to God, in case He may have anything He 
wishes to teach you or to work in you.” 


—Andrew Murray 
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From our presidents’ inaugural speeches: 


James Monroe, March 4, 1817: 


“T enter on the trust to which I have been 
called by the suffrages of my fellow citizens 
with my fervent prayers to the Almighty that 
He will be graciously pleased to continue to 
us that protection which He has already so 


conspicuously displayed in our favor.” 
John Quincy Adams, March 4, 1825: 


“T shall look for whatever success may attend 
my public service; in knowing that ‘except 
the Lord keep the city the watchman waketh 
but in vain,’ with fervent supplications for 
His favor, to His overruling providence I 
commit with humble but fearless confidence 
my own fate and the future destinies of my 


country.” 


Andrew Jackson, March 4, 1829: 


(<4 


...and_ a firm reliance on the goodness of 
that Power whose providence mercifully pro- 
tected our national infancy. And has since 
upheld our liberties in various vicissitudes, 


encourages me to offer up my ardent suppli- 
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cations that He will continue to make our 
beloved country the object of His divine care 


and gracious benediction.” 
Andrew Jackson, March 4, 1833: 


“Finally, it is my most fervent prayer to that 
Almighty Being before whom I now stand 
and who has kept us in His hands from the 
infancy of our Republic to the present day, 
that He will so overrule all my intentions and 
actions and inspire the hearts of my fellow- 
citizens that we may be preserved from dan- 
gers of all kinds and continue forever a unit- 


ed and happy people.” 
Martin Van Buren, March 4, 1837: 


“T only look to the gracious protection of the 
Divine Being whose strengthening support I 
humbly solicit, and whom I fervently pray to 
look down upon us all. May it be among the 
dispensations of His providence to bless our 
beloved country with honors and with length 
of days.” 
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The miracle of prayer is that 


the all-powerful and all-knowing 


Creator who 1s present everywhere 


wants to have a relationship with 


each person in His creation. 


guide written by Thomas E. Trask . 


Help from the Lord, a prayer 


and Randy Hurst, is designed to 


lead believers through a prayer 


discipline for one week. The 


authors share truths from 
Scripture as well as inspiring 


personal testimonies that will 


encourage readers who are seeking 


Gods divine intervention in every 


area of their lives. 


The most effective and 


victorious life is available to those 


who seek Gods help daily for 
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the smallest things, not just in 


times of trouble. 
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